Mount Vernon Continuum of Care for the Homeless

Meeting Minutes

November 20, 2008

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	A. Murray, Westhab

	T. Brown, HOPWA
	P. Nelson, DAV

	J. Cooper, Planning Dept.
	D. Scholar, City of Mt. Vernon

	C. Jones, City of Mt. Vernon
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	T. Mastroeni, Mt. Vernon United Tenants
	C. Sylvester, City of Mt. Vernon

	A. McDermott, HOPWA
	I. Wolfe, Renaissance


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements

K. Bertrand: Dahlia Austin and I will be starting the Recovery Housing Network. First meeting will be December 5 at 10am, 112 E. Post Rd in White Plains.

I will be making a presentation on the “Six levels of care” at the YMCA at 9am on Monday, 12/8.

HUD homeless street count must be held between 1/22/09 and 1/30/09. Need to count all individuals in shelters plus those on the street at night. Specific date will be picked by Partnership steering committee.
III. Pending Issues

-Andrus APR due 11/15. Renaissance S+C also has an APR due soon (10/25/08). CMV S+C V APR is also due 10/25/08. CMV S+C II APR is due 1/11/08.

-Must complete paperwork for switch of Family Strengthening from Andrus to FSW.

-Rennaissance Chronic Homeless Project is behind in vouchering.

-C. Sylvester will try to send PD&D a LOCCS report of all City of Mt. Vernon projects.

IV. MV Coc Housing status report

See attached Handout. New status report will incorporate discussed changes, including changing Support Service providers listed, removing closed projects, and amending # of units leased.

V. S+C for Veterans update

Project is now operational, and has housed its first client. 

VI. Update on implementation of DSS’ FY07 Samaritan Initiative
County is waiting for funding decision from HUD Washington for two weeks. Original policy decisions make project impossible to implement, wasting $500,000 of County funds. Rennaisance has been operating for 16 months for 22 clients with no funds.

VII. Winter planning

Warming center open at MV YMCA as of November 1. Additional warming centers at Sharing Community’s year round emergency shelter in Yonkers, and Grace Church in White Plains.

VIII. Follow up on unsheltered individuals identified by local street count

Almost all individuals are in warming center. Maybe 1 or 2 extra on the street. No women, allowed though at the warming center- women should be sent to Samaritan House in White Plains.

(Naomi House for women in Mount Vernon will be closed by County. 25-30 women back on the street out of contact with services.)

IX. Discussion of potential recommendations to the new administration for CoC policy changes

CMV’s lobbyist will bring these recommendations to Congressional Representatives.

a) Remove prohibition on homeless people moving between permanent housing projects

b) Remove prohibition on TSH or PH projects serving non-residents

c) Remove prohibition on SSO projects serving their own agency’s residents

d) Remove prohibition on agencies using SHP rent subsidies for buildings they own

This suggestion is not feasible- the current policy is designed to prevent “self-dealing”. 

e) Remove provision that people currently in transitional shelters cannot be defined as chronically homeless, regardless of the length of time that they have been homeless

f) Remove provision that time spent in a transitional shelter “restarts the clock” on the “homeless for one year or more” definition of chronic homelessness

g) Remove provision that adults living with children cannot be considered chronically homeless, regardless of the length of time that they have been homeless

This is a CPS issue, which could lead to criminal charges for parents who have their children living on the streets.

h) Other recommended changes?

*Get rid of housing emphasis points 

Make sure supportive services are linked to housing (especially for chronic homeless ).

Next meeting date: 1/8/2009 11am

Agenda will include APRs, fund drawdowns, Westchester County homeless street count in January


