Patriot Housing

Meeting Minutes


                                 January 10, 2014
Attendees: Karl Bertrand, Annette Peters-Ruvolo, Ed Fagan, Donna Besterio, Melissa Staats, Howard Charton, Bryant Keyes, Thomas DeFilippo, Sean McGrail, Sanford Lewis, Daniel Murray, John Theodore, Felicia Ramos, Nicholas Cassaro, Donnovan Beckford, Vito J. Pinto, Lu Caldara, Jennifer Stytzer, Gordon Albert, Robin Bell, Nancy Pollock, James Rather, and Allison McSpedon.
	Topic #1:
	Discussion:

	Employment: Create 45 jobs for Veterans which pay $15+ per hour
	We have lots of unemployed/underemployed veterans yet veteran employment events have been experiencing very low turnout. How do we help them make a better connection? The vets in most need do not seem to be connected to any system.  

	Follow Up
	· An employment resource section has been created on the wiki
· Please contact Allison McSpedon with any additions

· Donovan Beckford will host a meeting, Monday February 3rd 10am at the Westchester WIB offices to focus on forging new connections between job seekers and employment resources.

· WWIB also hosts a meeting of the Business Services Team on the 3rd Wednesday of every month to talk about new jobs and training opportunities. In person and call in information will be shared with the group.

· For Friday 1/17 – Howard Charton will create a list of the orgs/staff/programs working with veteran employment
· Vet orgs include Common Ground, Westcop, FSW, Westhab & the VA

· Employment orgs include WIB, Goodwill, FSW and Habitat for Humanity

· Robin Bell and Nancy Pollock were asked to put together a letter compiling the employment search opportunities available to veterans.



	
Topic #2:
	Discussion:

	Habitat for Humanity of Westchester
	Habitat for Humanity

· Open to low income families
· A family is defined as more than 1 person

· No interest, no down payment, just sweat equity
· 500 hours of sweat equity on their home, apply for the house after 25 hours

· Monthly mortgage payment is a standard flat rate. $500
· Financial counseling and stabilization are offered
· They are an employers and offer on the job training
· Also teach home maintenance to future home owners
· Felicia Ramos: To explore, there is a Section 8 homeownership program and HUD VASH
· Not every housing authority is participating
· Need to be housed with VASH for at least 1 year
· Potential to graduate from VASH and free up voucher?
· Rehab of multi-family dwellings for the purpose of rental is possible
· Habitat for Housing has made it possible for returning disabled vets to have their homes upgraded to accommodate them.
· Brush with Kindness Program
· Similar to FSSY but FSSY can take rental apartments (HfH)

· New Rochelle fundraiser event Feb 16, $20 all funds go to housing, see wiki for details


	Topic #3
	

	Housing Count
	Housing Count – 93 overall since August

· 2nd 100 Day Count - 8 down 68 to go by March 31, 2014

· Nancy Pollock: Bronx has 13 housed, 12 are searching, 2 new were housed as of 12/1/13

· Robin Bell: Montrose has 6 new housed, 3 are pending

· 3 vouchers for chronic homeless remain
· Tom DeFellipo - TSC 1 move in pending ( in addition they have  working with Nancy, 1 working with Robin)

· Gordon Albert - Westcop will circle back



	Follow-up:
	· Update needed from Westcop


Respectfully submitted: Allison McSpedon

Date: 1/14/14
Next Meeting(s):  
Date: 1/17/14 

Time: 12pm-1:30pm

Location: DCMH Rm 217 
Call in Number: 712-432-0190


Access Code: 875993
